THE MASTER AND THE NEW AGE
Ganges, as she leaves the locks of Shiva. The waters of
the Ganges are then as pure as they could be. But as she
ran down to Benares, she became defiled, and an abund-
ance of the turbid water of the Ganges there, cannot slake
our thirst and give us as much satisfaction as before.
Likewise, knowledge derived directly from God without
any interposition between Him and the devotee, is pure
and undiluted, while religion, as inculcated by the prophets,
is fraught with many perversitities and impurities and
certainly falls short of the highest truth/' Vijaykrishna
disliked most the conjectures about God*and the attribu-
tion of the human motives and sentiments to Him. The
absurdities of anthropomorphism were exposed by Robert
Browning in his poem Caliban upon Setebos: Natural
Theology in an Island, when he represented Setebos, the
Deity of Caliban's dam, as being listless, wanton, capri-
cious, cruel, and callous like Caliban himself. He lets
the twenty crabs go and crushes the twenty-first. Regard-
ing Anthropomorphism Vijaykrishna wrote:—"What a
man speaks is but his own sentiments. What he finds in
himself, he attributes to his God. That is, his idea of God
is framed upon the reading of himself. God is really
above such conjectures and absurd suppositions.   He is
Formless, Omnipotent, Infinite, and is the very Soul of the
universe." A wise man once remarked, "Had man a pair
of horns, he would have ascribed them to the picture of
God he conceived/' This is the language of one who
upholds Reason as the first and last word of Truth. This
love of Truth coursed through Vijaykrishna's entire being
so much that he did many things boldly, breaking through
the bondage of Authority which is the imperious negation
of freethought and independent judgment. He found, in
the customs and inelastic systems around him, the entire
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